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principles were sound. It forbade a strike or a lock-out Chapter
pending the investigation of any dispute by a Board, in    ___'
the sound belief that in many cases by such, action
accord might be reached. In fact it worked well, and it
was unfortunate when it was challenged by the Toronto
Electric Light Commissioners that the Privy Council
refused to uphold it either under the general legislative
power as a measure serving the peace and good govern-
ment of Canada, or as an enactment under the com-
merce power, or as a measure of criminal law. Some
effort was made to repair the injury legislatively by
amending the Act to apply to all cases within federal
power.
So far the Privy Council's decisions tell in favour of
the provinces, but there are cases in which the general
power and possibly even the commerce power may be
adduced. This was shown in the Fort Frances Power
& Pulp Co. v. Manitoba Free Press,1 where it was
held that conditions arising out of the war were suffi-
cient to authorise Dominion interference with pro-
prietary rights and civil law regarding the cost of
news-print. But the limited effect of this case must not
be ignored. A determined effort of the Dominion to set
up a system of control of prices in general and of stocks
of foodstuffs to protect the public from imposition was
defeated as incompetent.2 It did not fall within the
commerce power, nor within criminal law, and there
was no longer such an emergency as would have in-
duced the Council to accept the view that they could
be justified by the general power to legislate for Canada
1  [1923] A.C. 695.
2  Board of Commerce Act, 1919, and Combines and Fair Prices Act,
1919, In re, [1922] 1 A.C. 191.